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Congress a report on the results of its moni-
toring no later than the date that is the mid-
point of the period during which the action
I have taken under section 203 of that Act
is in effect. I further instruct the United
States Trade Representative to request the
USITC pursuant to section 332(g) of the Tar-
iff Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C.
1332(g)) to examine the effects of this action
on both the domestic wire rod industry and
the principal users of wire rod in the United
States, and to report on the results of its in-
vestigation in conjunction with its report
under section 204(a)(2).

The United States Trade Representative
is authorized and directed to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting Documentation on
Imports of Steel Wire Rod
February 16, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am pleased to provide to the Congress

documents called for by section 203(b) of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended, pertaining
to the safeguard action that I proclaimed
today on imports of steel wire rod.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks to the National Association
for Equal Opportunity in Higher
Education Leadership Banquet
February 16, 2000

Thank you very much. Dr. McClure, my
mother is up in heaven smiling at that intro-
duction. And she’s probably the only person
who heard it who believes every word of it.
[Laughter] But I liked it, and I thank you.
[Laughter]

I thank you so much, all of you, for wel-
coming me. To your chair-elect, Joann Boyd-
Scotland, who sat with me for a few mo-

ments; your CEO, my long-time friend Dr.
Henry Ponder; Dr. Earl Richardson, who
welcomed me to Morgan State not too many
years ago, and then Vice President Gore yes-
terday; to Dr. Iris Ish and all the members
of my Board of Advisers on Historically Black
Colleges and Universities; to my president,
the Arkansas Baptist College president, Dr.
William Keaton, my long-time friend.

I want to also have a special word of ac-
knowledgement to your vice president, Dr.
Wilma Roscoe. Her daughter, Jena, works in
the White House; that’s really why I’m here
tonight, to preserve peace in the family.
[Laughter]

I want to thank all the White House mem-
bers who are here: the Director of our Office
of Public Liaison, Mary Beth Cahill; and Ben
Johnson, who has done a wonderful job for
us. I know he spoke here earlier today. I also
would like to thank Catherine LeBlanc, who
is Executive Director of our Initiative on His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities.
And I congratulate all the alumni award win-
ners here tonight.

When Dr. McClure was saying his kind
words, what I wanted to say was, I feel like
the luckiest person alive; that at this moment
in history, I was fortunate enough to be given
a chance to serve as President and to focus
the attention of the Nation on the future,
on some old-fashioned ideas: everybody
counts, everybody ought to have a chance,
everybody’s got a role to play, we all do better
when we help each other.

The work I have done to build one Amer-
ica for a new century was a joy every day.
Even on the darkest days, the fact that I had
this job to do for you and for our children
and our children’s children made this a joy.

And I think of all you have done to make
the last 7 years possible. Think about what
a different country America would be today
had it not been for the institutions all of you
represent. Think about what a different ad-
ministration I would have had. We have
Alexis Herman, the Secretary of Labor, grad-
uate of Xavier. Togo West, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs; Bob Nash—the hardest job
in the White House—he handles my appoint-
ments. I get the credit when they get it, he
takes the blame when they don’t. [Laughter]


